
             
 
 
 
 

 
 

                  Christmas 2021 - St Colmcille’s Holywood 
                    Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign:  

                   See, the virgin will conceive, have a son,  
                          and name him Emmanuel.    Numbers 24:17 
 

Christmas 2021 again will feel different; families and Parishes across the Diocese 

are once more mindful of keeping everyone safe during these challenging times. 

The season of Christmas is a season of celebration.  

Pre covid-19 across the diocese we would be welcoming large numbers of 

people to attend Mass. For a second year, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, our 

churches simply cannot accommodate such crowds, if we are to ensure  

the health and safety and comfort of all. 

Christmas Masses will be open to the public, but only for as many as the church 

can safely accommodate, we will not be using a ticket system this year.  

Our parish church has a maximum capacity of 150 

In order to avoid the real possibility of increased transmission of the Covid-19 

virus this Christmas, it is important to remember;  

1. The obligation to attend Mass in person at Christmas has been suspended. 

2. Christmas Masses will be broadcast live and available online. 

3. People could also choose to attend Mass on one day over the  

Christmas season –up to the Solemnity of the Epiphany, Thursday January 6th. 

With this in mind, I am encouraging our parishioners to  

attend a Mass throughout this period.  

PENITENTIAL SERVICE 

Wednesday 22th December at 7.30pm 

                                     Friday 24TH DECEMBER 

CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL MASS – 9.00PM 

Saturday 25TH DECEMBER 

CHRISTMAS DAY – 10AM AND 12NOON 

Sunday 26TH DECEMBER – 

ST STEPHEN’S DAY 10AM – 12NOON 

   Monday 27th Evening Mass – 7.00pm 

   Tuesday 28th Morning Mass – 9.30am 

     Wednesday 29th Morning Mass – 9.30am 

                                     Thursday 30th Morning Mass – 9.30am 

                                           Friday 31st Evening Mass – 7pm 

        Saturday New Year’s Day 1ST JANUARY 2020 EVENING MASS – 6.30pm 

        Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will not take place  

                                    on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day 

ST COLMCILLE’S CHURCH, HOLYWOOD PARISH 

Fr Stephen P McBrearty PP 

2a My Lady’s Mile, Holywood, BT18 9EW   Tel: 028 9042 2167 Office Hours:  10.00am – 2.00pm 

Email: holywood@downandconnor.orgWebsite: www.stcolmcillesholywood.org 

REMEMBERING OUR DEPARTED 

We pray for those who have died recently and for those whose anniversaries  

occur around this time. 
 

 

Recently Deceased: Bridie McConnell, Joanne McGinn, Clive ‘Bill’ Carmichael, Michael McIlhenny 
 

Anniversaries: Muriel Vint, Eileen O’Driscoll, Peter Ryden, Ned & Mary Nolan, Ciara Catney, Peter Hanratty, 

Monica Cathcart, Gwen Forbes, Daniel Johnston, Arthur James Hughes, Ida Mason, Hugh Kelly, Paddy 

Magee, Anne Magee, Terry Magee, David Mateer, Sal Laverty V Rev Peter Forde, Rt Rev Msgr Colm 

McCaughan 

 

MASS TIMES 

Saturday vigil Mass 6.30pm 

Sunday  

10am & 12noon 

Weekday Mass 

Monday at 7.00pm 

Wednesday & Thursday  

at 9.30am 

Friday at 7.00pm 

 

Tuesday - St Anthony’s Novena 

during the service. 

 

Friday–Novena of  

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 

during Mass. 

 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament for 30 mins  

before each Mass 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Every Saturday 

10.00am – 5.00pm 

And before weekday Mass 

For 30 Mins 

Confession is by appointment 

only – Please contact the parish 

office for further details 

Church Opening Times for  

Private Prayer 

The Church will be opening  

Monday to Friday  

10am to 2pm.  

Saturdays 10am to 5pm  

and Sunday until 1pm.  

This is to facilitate the safe 

cleaning of the church and 

reduce the risk of spreading  

the Covid 19 virus. 

 

 

mailto:holywood@downandconnor.org


19th December 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
“Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts that we, to 

whom the Incarnation of Christ your So was made known by the message of an 

Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.” 

 

 

St Pauls GAC are holding a Christmas Draw fundraiser 

with superb prizes from local businesses. You can buy 

tickets online via www.facebook.com/naomhpolgac 

and click on the Klubfunder link or pick up a booklet of 

tickets by contacting Fearghal Eastwood 07808 478766 

or secretary.stpauls.down@gaa.ie  Thank You !  
 

The Synod on Synodality:  Preparing to listen 

Pope Francis has affirmed that: “A 

synodal Church is a Church which 

listens. The faithful People, the 

Bishops, all listening to each other; 

and all listening to the Holy Spirit.”   

Listening from a place of prayer is 

the foundation of our synodal process, and it requires 

an open mind and heart, without prejudice.  

As pilgrims on this synodal journey we recognise that 

no one person has the answer and that through 

authentic listening everyone has something to learn. 

The faithful people, the college of bishops, the Bishop 

of Rome: all listening to each other, and all listening to 

the Holy Spirit. This week we pray that we will be a 

listening church; listening to the Holy Spirit prompting 

the Church to be attentive to the missionary dream of 

God’s love reaching everyone and inspired by God’s 

love that we reach out to care for all humanity. This 

week we invite you to pray;  

Come Holy Spirit, Make our ears to hear, make our eyes 

to see, make our mouths to speak, make our hearts to 

seek, make our hands to reach out and touch the world 

with your love. Amen.  

What is Alpha? 
 

An opportunity to explore: life, faith, 

meaning in a friendly and informal 

setting. 

You are invited to Alpha for a time of video 

presentations that will make you think – a place where 

you can be yourself. No pressure, no charge. How? Via 

Zoom link 

When? Begins on Tuesday 11th January 2022 @ 8.00pm 

Contact Email: n.dunn@downandconnor.org Tel: 07879 

498131https://alpha.org/catholic-context/ 

Why not give it a try? Invite someone else too! 

 

Centering Prayer group will not meet on 22nd or 29t Dec 

Meetings will resume on 5th January 2022 

 

 

Notices for the Bulletin and Anniversaries must be with 

the Parish Office by Thursday morning at 10am. 

Please note the Parish Office will be closed from Friday 

24th Dec to Tuesday 4th January. 

 

This Christmas we hope 

that many people will be 

able to connect with 

their Parish Church.  For 

some that will be 

gathering for a 

celebration of Mass over 

the Christmas Season and for others it may simply be a 

time of quiet prayer, lighting a candle or visiting the 

crib.  Visiting the Crib is a prayerful activity that we can 

encourage and the Northern Pastoral Network have 

produced resources to support Parishes.  The resources 

connect to Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter ADMIRABILE 

SIGNUM reflecting on the meaning and importance of 

the nativity scene.  Copies of the Resources are 

available on our parish website 

www.stcolmcillesholywood.org  

 

Northern Pastoral Network (NPN) 

resource is for the Season of 

Christmas – a booklet of scripture, 

prayer and reflection that takes us 

through the Christmas Season to the 

Epiphany are available on our website 

www.stcolmcillesholwood.com or alternatively from  

NPN website www.northernpastoral.network 

 

 
 

St Vincent de Paul Helpline Number:  

07845 854671 

To make a donation directly to our bank account,  

the details are as follows: 

•Ulster Bank, Holywood 

•Account Number: 10523499 

•Sort Code: 98-07-60 

If you would prefer to phone directly to donate 

money,  

please phone 028 90750161 and mention Holywood.  

Thank you for your continued support  

during these difficult times.  

If you can, please remember to Gift Aid your 

donation 
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Prayer Online:  Come and join us at… 

www.soulparemission.com  Who are we? We are a new 

interactive prayer website created by Jacinta Crockford 

DipTH, Spiritual Director living in Down and Connor. 

What’s on offer? A variety of PDF meditations on 

Mother Teresa, St John Paul II, Ignatius Spirituality to 

name but a few. Lots of content to Dive into! There you 

will find - Podcasts on Faith, Friendship & Knowledge; 

Rosaries, Prayers and Marian Consecration. Come and 

join us and be part of the prayer movement online!  

Every Saturday at 4.30pm & 8.30pm (live) I will be 

leading the Most Holy Rosary and prayer reflections 

with Eucharistic Adoration (8.30pm) on the Catholic 

Internet TV – ShalomWorld.org Just click on the 

following link to access this time of prayer.  

www.swprayer.org  Please be assured that I will be 

offering in prayer all the Diocese of Down and Connor, 

parishioners and their families during this live Rosary 

and Eucharistic Adoration. 
 

Enjoy a little bit of nostalgia!!! We have put 2 

clips onto our website from the time Songs 

of Praise came in 2016 to  

St Colmcilles. If you would like to watch 

them, go to our website and click on the YouTube links 

on the webcam page-Enjoy!!!     

www.stcolmcillesholywood.org  

 

ACCORD Catholic Marriage Care Service  

provides Marriage Preparation Courses for couples 

choosing to get married in the Catholic Church. 

The Belfast Centre is situated in Twin Spires Centre, 

Northumberland Street, Belfast. 

Tel No-028 90233002Email-belfast@accordni.com 

 

 

 

TRÓCAIRE thank you 

for your help. You 

can donate in the 

following ways:  

 

1. Online at www.trocaire.org.  

2. By phone: 0800 912 1200 (NI)  

3. By post to Trócaire, 10 King Street, Belfast, BT1 6AD  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE 

PILGRIMAGES APRIL - OCT 

2022: 7 Nights Apartment B&B 

and return Airport transfer from 

Dubrovnik or Split from €315 per person sharing. 

Guaranteed Airport transfer price for any flight. Contact 

us for details and book the dates that suit you. Tel. 

00353 1443 4510 or email reservations@med-

irishcentre.com 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear parishioners, if you would like to start to 

contribute via Standing Order or make a one-off 

Donation to the Parish our details are: 

Account Name: St Colmcilles Church 

Account Number: 34952843 and 

Sort Code; 90.21.27 

Please use either your Envelope Number, Name or 

a Reference. This will identify you to the parish. If you 

are a UK Tax payer, please don’t forget to Gift Aid your 

donations. Once again, I thank you all for your 

prayerful support. Please let us continue to look after 

each other. 

Thank you      Fr Stephen 
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As we come together during Advent, we thank you for your 

faithful support in the year that we reached two million 

children every day. This incredible 

milestone has only been made possible by your prayers and 

generosity, as well as the commitment of our 

wonderful volunteers and staff around the world.  

We hope you will continue to spread the word about our 

beautiful mission by sharing this short film during your 

services, on your website or on social media. It 

features uplifting messages from Moses Kopurot, who 

manages our school feeding programme in South Sudan, 

and our executive director, Daniel Adams. Since the 

beginning, prayer has propelled our mission forward. And 

with more than 58 million primary-age children out of school 

around the world, we continue to pray in hope as we think of 

the next hungry child waiting for Mary’s Meals. 

To donate please click 

https://www.marysmeals.org.uk 

 

John Gray & Co Holywood 

are delighted to share our new community initiative 

“The Manna Table”. 

We will be working alongside 

High St. Presbyterian Church and 

Graham and Angela Speers 

to provide a free food table for those 

in need in our local community. 

The Manna Table will be available every 

Tuesday from 10.00am – 1.00pm 

outside High St Presbyterian Church. 

If you wish to donate any food, toiletries or household 

cleaning products just drop it into our office at 

138 High St, Holywood. 

 

 

You can make a difference 

Your support is vital in helping us continue our work to 

help the children, women and men affected by 

neglected diseases like leprosy and lymphatic filariasis. 

Click the link below to watch how Lepra are helping 

men, women and children with leprosy impacted with 

Covid-19  

Lepra #beatleprosy - YouTube 

Lepra's Giving 'Shoesday’ Help us support the world's 

most vulnerable people this Giving Tuesday (30th 

November 2021). Just £6 can provide a person with 

leprosy a pair of life-changing, custom-made footwear. 

Find out more here: Lepra's Giving 'Shoesday'. - 

YouTube 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosary Intentions 

Fr Stephen has asked that the Rosary 

be prayed and dedicated to the following. 

Please consider this form of prayer in preparation 

before Mass and in 

your homes with your families. 

Monday – For Mothers carrying babies in the womb 

Tuesday- For Children and Young People 

Wednesday – For Vocations to the Priesthood 

Thursday – For the Sick and Injured 

Friday – For all deceased in our Parish and Families. 
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