
             
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wishing the blessing of the Christ Child’s Birth 
announced by His Angels upon all our 

families in our Parish 
 

   Monday 27th Evening Mass – 7.00pm 

   Tuesday 28th Morning Mass – 9.30am 

     Wednesday 29th Morning Mass – 9.30am 

                      Thursday 30th Morning Mass – 9.30am 

                             Friday 31st Evening Mass – 7pm 

Saturday New Year’s Day 1ST JANUARY 2020 

EVENING MASS – 6.30pm 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will not take place  

on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day 
 

On behalf of SVP can we once again thank you all for a 

very generous Christmas Collection this year. 

Your support has helped us deliver a better Christmas to  

140 households, and over 200 Children. 

In these difficult times, your generosity has helped to make a real 

difference to these families. Thank you again for your remarkable 

generosity. Your SVP Team 

 
 

ST COLMCILLE’S CHURCH, HOLYWOOD PARISH 

Fr Stephen P McBrearty PP 

2a My Lady’s Mile, Holywood, BT18 9EW   Tel: 028 9042 2167 Office Hours:  10.00am – 2.00pm 

Email: holywood@downandconnor.orgWebsite: www.stcolmcillesholywood.org 

REMEMBERING OUR DEPARTED 

We pray for those who have died recently and for those whose anniversaries  

occur around this time. 
 

Recently Deceased: Roy Watterson (Australia)  
 

Months Mind: Patrick (Pat) McBrearty 
 

Anniversaries: Frankie Geddis, Bridie Gorman, Mary & David McCausland, Paddy, Celine & Stephen 

Maguire, Roisin McMahon, Susan Carty, Alice Mills, Samuel Curry, Peter Nicholl, Frank Tully,  

Patricia Dowling, Paddy Giles, Linda McLeod, James & Mary Quinn, Elizabeth Black, Teresa McStraw, 

Margaret Magee, Catherine & Thomas McDonnell, Catherine & Thomas Hanratty, Mary Lynch.  

 

MASS TIMES 

Saturday vigil Mass 6.30pm 

Sunday  

10am & 12noon 

Weekday Mass 

Monday at 7.00pm 

Wednesday & Thursday  

at 9.30am 

Friday at 7.00pm 

 

Tuesday - St Anthony’s Novena 

during the service. 

 

Friday–Novena of  

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 

during Mass. 

 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament for 30 mins  

before each Mass 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Every Saturday 

10.00am – 5.00pm 

And before weekday Mass 

For 30 Mins 

Confession is by appointment 

only – Please contact the parish 

office for further details 

Church Opening Times for  

Private Prayer 

The Church will be opening  

Monday to Friday  

10am to 2pm.  

Saturdays 10am to 5pm  

and Sunday until 1pm.  

This is to facilitate the safe 

cleaning of the church and 

reduce the risk of spreading  

the Covid 19 virus. 

 

 

The Parish office is closed from 

Friday 24th December to 

Tuesday 4th January. 

The next available Bulletin will be 

Sunday 9th January. If you need 

to contact the office in an 

emergency, please phone to 

leave a message or email 

holywoord@downandconnor.org  

Wishing all our parishioners a 

Very Happy Christmas 

St Patrick’s Primary School Nativity 

Play is available to watch online –  

Please go to the link provide  

to watch 

https://paperowlfilms.wetransfer.co

m/downloads/d77291cb63744cf02

8d142818532c1aa20211216164149

/68b2cd08e235179e17c5a3e39d69

ecd020211216164149/f19c6d 
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Christmas 2021 

 
“O God, who wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and still more wonderfully  

restored it, grant, we pray, that we may share in the divinity of Christ,  

who humbled himself to share in our humanity.” 

 

FR. STEPHEN’S CHRISTMAS 2021 LETTER 
What a year it has been.  None of us could have imagined, twelve months ago, that Christmas 2021 would 

again be filled with trepidation and uncertainty, that our everyday routines would still be disrupted and that 

even the practice of our faith would be so far removed from the way it was in times gone by. 

It has been a turbulent year, but through it all St. Colmcille’s has stood tall, strong and steadfast at the 

centre of our community.  It’s spire can be seen from miles away, a heart-warming and reassuring sight.  

Thanks to our army of volunteers, our Eucharistic ministers and our dedicated congregation, the church has 

provided a safe and sacred space for prayer and contemplation, for experiences of deep sorrow and great 

joy. 

The year has seen many funerals, all of them viewed online via our webcam, thereby allowing us to be 

connected to friends and family in times of grief and bereavement.  In contrast, there have been twelve 

marriages and thirty one baptisms celebrated in our beautiful place of worship. 

On a personal and spiritual level, our faith has remained unshaken. As your parish priest, that collective 

faith continues to strengthen me in celebrating the Sacraments and in being beside you in difficult 

circumstances.  One of the positive effects of the pandemic has been the permission granted to me by 

Bishop Treanor to carry out Confirmations, something I have not previously had the privilege of doing in 

forty years of ministry. 

The Holy Father, Pope Francis, is, as ever, a guiding light and inspiring presence as he travels the world, 

bringing hope to the hopeless, offering comfort to displaced people, assuring them of God’s love and 

protection. 

On 10 October, he formally opened a two-year process called the Synod on Synodality. It will involve 

bishops around the world consulting with everyone from priests and parishioners to members of religious 

orders, and Catholic universities. Their views and opinions will feed into a wide-ranging discussion in 2023.  

Throughout the centuries, the Church has held many gatherings or synods but seldom one with such 

potentially sweeping consequences, leading to ensuring its governance is more open and inclusive. 
 

Finally, may I again thank you most sincerely for the unstinting kindness and generosity you never fail to 

show towards me. In these testing times, I would like to point you in two rather different directions. 
 

“Fear not for, behold, I bring you tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people”, said the angel of the 

Lord in St. Luke’s Gospel. 
 

And hear the words of the great Irish poet Seamus Heaney in his final message to his wife, shortly before 

he died. 
 

“Noli timere”. Do not be afraid. 
 

A happy and blessed Christmas season to you all. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Requests for Masses for Deceased  

Relatives and Friends 

In remembrance of loved ones –  

To request a Mass for an Intention of a family member 

or friend – during the Christmas Holidays – Please 

email your request to holywood@downandconnor.org 

or speak to the Sacristan during Mass Times. 

Although we cannot guarantee the date you request 

will be available, Fr Stephen will be offering a Mass for 

the Intention each day. Thank you 
 

This Christmas we hope 

that many people will be 

able to connect with 

their Parish Church.  For 

some that will be 

gathering for a 

celebration of Mass over 

the Christmas Season and for others it may simply be a 

time of quiet prayer, lighting a candle or visiting the 

crib.  Visiting the Crib is a prayerful activity that we can 

encourage and the Northern Pastoral Network have 

produced resources to support Parishes.  The resources 

connect to Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter ADMIRABILE 

SIGNUM reflecting on the meaning and importance of 

the nativity scene.  Copies of the Resources are 

available on our parish website 

www.stcolmcillesholywood.org  

Prayer at the Crib 

Lord, we ask you bless 

this Crib and all who look 

upon it. You came to us 

as a helpless child to 

share our vulnerabilities, 

our joys and sorrows, and 

to teach us your way of 

love. As we look upon 

this Crib, space of 

tenderness, may it open 

our hearts and our homes to become Bethlehem 

spaces, open to receive the Light and Love of God and 

share it with others. May this Crib which was a home 

for an anxious couple in search of shelter, and for a 

new-born child fragile and vulnerable, remind us to 

open our hearts and homes: to listen for the whisper of 

God; to listen for the voices of the anxious and the 

vulnerable in our families and communities this 

Christmas. Gracious God, bless us with an extravagance 

of patience, insight, hope and love, as we await the 

birth of our Saviour. Pour down your blessings on all 

our families and homes and on the broken parts of 

your world. May we know the peace that the angels 

announced to the shepherds and may the joy of God’s 

coming among us in Jesus, fill our hearts. 

Amen. 

 
 

St Vincent de Paul Helpline Number:  

07845 854671 

To make a donation directly to our bank account,  

the details are as follows: 

•Ulster Bank, Holywood 

•Account Number: 10523499 

•Sort Code: 98-07-60 

If you would prefer to phone directly to donate money,  

please phone 028 90750161 and mention Holywood.  

Thank you for your continued support  

during these difficult times.  

If you can, please remember to Gift Aid your donation 

Thank You 

 

 

Northern Pastoral Network (NPN) resource is for the 

Season of Christmas – a booklet of scripture, prayer 

and reflection that takes us through the Christmas 

Season to the Epiphany are available on our website 

www.stcolmcillesholwood.com or alternatively from  

NPN website www.northernpastoral.network 

 

 

 An opportunity to explore: life, faith, 

meaning in a friendly and informal 

setting. 

You are invited to Alpha for a time of 

video presentations that will make you think – a 

place where you can be yourself. No pressure, no 

charge. How? Via Zoom link 

When? Begins on Tuesday 11th January 2022 @ 8.00pm 

Contact Email: n.dunn@downandconnor.org Tel: 07879 

498131https://alpha.org/catholic-context/ 

Why not give it a try? Invite someone else too! 
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Prayer Online:  Come and join us at… 

www.soulparemission.com  Who are we? We are a new 

interactive prayer website created by Jacinta Crockford 

DipTH, Spiritual Director living in Down and Connor. 

What’s on offer? A variety of PDF meditations on 

Mother Teresa, St John Paul II, Ignatius Spirituality to 

name but a few. Lots of content to Dive into! There you 

will find - Podcasts on Faith, Friendship & Knowledge; 

Rosaries, Prayers and Marian Consecration. Come and 

join us and be part of the prayer movement online!  

Every Saturday at 4.30pm & 8.30pm (live) I will be 

leading the Most Holy Rosary and prayer reflections 

with Eucharistic Adoration (8.30pm) on the Catholic 

Internet TV – ShalomWorld.org Just click on the 

following link to access this time of prayer.  

www.swprayer.org  Please be assured that I will be 

offering in prayer all the Diocese of Down and Connor, 

parishioners and their families during this live Rosary 

and Eucharistic Adoration. 

 
 

Enjoy a little bit of nostalgia!!! We have 

put 2 clips onto our website from the time 

Songs of Praise came in 2016 to  

St Colmcilles. If you would like to watch 

them, go to our website and click on the YouTube links 

on the webcam page-Enjoy!!!     

www.stcolmcillesholywood.org  

 

ACCORD Catholic Marriage Care Service  

provides Marriage Preparation Courses for couples 

choosing to get married in the Catholic Church. 

The Belfast Centre is situated in Twin Spires Centre, 

Northumberland Street, Belfast. 

Tel No-028 90233002Email-belfast@accordni.com 

 

 

MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE 

PILGRIMAGES APRIL - OCT 

2022: 7 Nights Apartment B&B 

and return Airport transfer from 

Dubrovnik or Split from €315 per 

person sharing. Guaranteed Airport transfer price for 

any flight. Contact us for details and book the dates 

that suit you. Tel. 00353 1443 4510 or email 

reservations@med-irishcentre.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRÓCAIRE thank you 

for your help. You 

can donate in the 

following ways:  

1. Online at www.trocaire.org.  

2. By phone: 0800 912 1200 (NI)  

3. By post to Trócaire, 10 King Street, Belfast, BT1 6AD  

 

Dear parishioners, if you would like to start to 

contribute via Standing Order or make a one-off 

Donation to the Parish our details are: 

Account Name: St Colmcilles Church 

Account Number: 34952843 and 

Sort Code; 90.21.27 

Please use either your Envelope Number, Name or 

a Reference. This will identify you to the parish. If you 

are a UK Tax payer, please don’t forget to Gift Aid your 

donations. Once again, I thank you all for your 

prayerful support. Please let us continue to look after 

each other. 

Thank you      Fr Stephen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosary Intentions 

Fr Stephen has asked that the Rosary  

be prayed and dedicated to the following. 

Please consider this form of prayer in 

preparation before Mass and in  

your homes with your families. 

Monday – For Mothers carrying babies in the 

womb 

Tuesday- For Children and Young People 

Wednesday – For Vocations to the Priesthood 

Thursday – For the Sick and Injured 

Friday – For all deceased in our Parish and 

Families. 
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As we come together during Advent, we thank you for your 

faithful support in the year that we reached two million 

children every day. This incredible 

milestone has only been made possible by your prayers and 

generosity, as well as the commitment of our 

wonderful volunteers and staff around the world.  

We hope you will continue to spread the word about our 

beautiful mission by sharing this short film during your 

services, on your website or on social media. It 

features uplifting messages from Moses Kopurot, who 

manages our school feeding programme in South Sudan, 

and our executive director, Daniel Adams. Since the 

beginning, prayer has propelled our mission forward. And 

with more than 58 million primary-age children out of school 

around the world, we continue to pray in hope as we think of 

the next hungry child waiting for Mary’s Meals. 

To donate please click https://www.marysmeals.org.uk 

 

John Gray & Co Holywood 

are delighted to share our new community initiative 

“The Manna Table”. 

We will be working alongside 

High St. Presbyterian Church and 

Graham and Angela Speers 

to provide a free food table for those 

in need in our local community. 

The Manna Table will be available every 

Tuesday from 10.00am – 1.00pm 

outside High St Presbyterian Church. 

If you wish to donate any food, toiletries or household 

cleaning products just drop it into our office at 

138 High St, Holywood. 

 

 

 

You can make a difference 

Your support is vital in helping 

us continue our work to help 

the children, women and men 

affected by neglected diseases like leprosy and 

lymphatic filariasis. Click the link below to watch how 

Lepra are helping men, women and children with 

leprosy impacted with Covid-19  

Lepra #beatleprosy - YouTube 

Lepra's Giving 'Shoesday’ Help us support the world's 

most vulnerable people this Giving Tuesday (30th 

November 2021). Just £6 can provide a person with 

leprosy a pair of life-changing, custom-made footwear. 

Find out more here: Lepra's Giving 'Shoesday'. - 

YouTube 
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